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1. Background: 

 

 The Hon’ble NGT, Principal Bench, New Delhi took Suo Moto cognizance 

of the present case based on the newspaper clip titled " वन विकास के जंगलो में लगातार 

अविक्रमण व कटाई, प्रविविन काटे जा रहे सैकड़ो पेड़, विमे्मिार खामोश " appearing in 

CGmitan.com dated 07.05.2024 " and registered in the Hon’ble NGT (PB), New 

Delhi as O.A. No. 715 of 2024.   

 

In the above matter, Hon’ble NGT, Principal Bench, New Delhi vide its Order 

dated 02.07.2024 constituted a Joint Committee comprising of (i) Regional Office, 

MoEF&CC, Raipur (ii) Principal Chief Conservator of Forest, Chattisgarh (iii) 

Representative, Central Pollution Control Board and (iv) District Magistrate 

Kabirdham and directed the said Committee to submit factual report within two 

months. Hon’ble Principal Bench transferred the matter to the Hon’ble NGT Central 

Zone Bench, Bhopal and the case is renumbered as O.A. 182 of 2024.  In the above 

said Order dated 02.07.2024, Hon’ble NGT appointed the District Magistrate 

Kabirdham as nodal agency for coordination and compliance. The Order of the 

Hon’ble NGT, Principal Bench dated 02.07.2024 is enclosed as Annexure-01.  

 

2. Constitution of Joint Committee: 
  

 In compliance with the Order dated 02.07.2024 of Hon’ble NGT, New Delhi 

and based on the nominations received from the organizations concerned, a Joint 

Committee has been constituted comprising the following members:  

 

(i). Dr. C.B.Tashildar, Assistant Inspector General of Forest(Central),  

MoEF&CC, Regional Office, Nagpur. 

(ii). Sh. Nirbhay Sahu, Additional Collector, Kabirdham  

(iii). Dr. Anoop Chaturvedi, Scientist-B, CPCB, Bhopal. 

(iv). Sh. Suyash Dhar Deewan SDO Forest Pandriya, representative of     

Principal Chief Conservator of Forest, Chattisgarh.     

 

       Sh. Pitamber Sahu, Divisional Manager of Chhattisgarh State Forest 

Development Corp. Ltd. Kawardha Project division, Kawardha coordinated the visit 

and explained about the present status and action initiated so far. 
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3. Terms of reference to the Joint Committee: 
 

          The Terms of the Reference (ToR) to the Joint Committee referred therein the 

Order dated 02.07.2024 of Hon’ble NGT in the above matter inter-alia include the 

following: 

(i). To ascertain the correct position and the truthfulness of the allegation which 

have been made in the news item and the extent of illegal felling of trees which 

has taken place.  

(ii). Committee shall visit the site, collect relevant information and submit an 

action taken report within two months before Registrar of Central Zonal 

Bench at Bhopal.  

 

4. Meeting of the Joint Committee:  

           An introductory meeting of the Joint Committee was held on 22.08.2024 at 

Cerciut house of the Pandriya block. All the members of the Joint Committee were 

present and deliberated the ToR to the Committee and the issues involved therein, 

which inter-alia include the following: 

 

(i). To collect information about status of complaint and its present status. 

(ii). Information about constitution of  any Flying Squad/Task Force. 

(iii). Collection of information regarding Permission accorded by Government 

under Forest Rights Act in this area, if any. 

(iv). Land use of area under question as per revenue record. 

(v). Any previous action taken in the matter.   

 

Committee was informed by the officers of Chhattisgarh State Forest 

Development Corporation Ltd. office, Kabirdham that the incident of alleged 

girdling and encroachment occurred in 2023 at Pandhriya block of Kabirdham 

District near the Kranti reservoir which is constructed for irrigation purpose in the 

area. The matter was in knowledge of the CG state forest development corporation 

and necessary action has been taken through registered the complaint on 13.4.2023 

against the two persons under the section 33(1) C of Indian Forest Act 1927 and 

issued the notice in accordance to rule. Thus, immediate action was taken by the 

District Administration. Copy of POR filed and subsequent chargesheet issued is 

enclosed as Annexure-02. 
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In continuation to the meeting held, site inspection of the area under question 

was undertaken by the Joint Committee on 22.08.2024 in presence of the Officers 

from the Forest Department and CG State Forest Development Corporation, Officers 

from State Irrigation Department, Sarpanch of the area Badora. An opportunity was 

given to the local residents to submit their views before the Committee. During the 

site inspection Joint Committee were present and discussed the facts, issues and the 

Terms of the Reference (ToR) to the Joint Committee referred therein the Order 

dated 02.07.2024 of Hon’ble NGT.  

 

To find out facts as well as to know the extent of problem, the committee also 

visited the Badora road and nearby areas which are mentioned in news article and 

discussed the issue of tree cutting if any or any instances of this in the recent past. 

The major observation of physical survey has been recorded in the form of 

Panchnama, which is enclosed as Annexure-03. 

 

5. Background of the area under question: 

 

           Encroached Area: The area under question (13 Acre near Kranti reservoir) 

belongs to Kawardha Project division, Kabirdham (CGSFDC) the total forest area 

under this division is 25735.597 hectare which comprises 04 Ranges Pandariya, 

Bodla , Taregaon and Singhari Range. The forest area of Pandariya Range having 

10110.535-hectare land and distributed in 45 compartments of Protected Forest (PF). 

The Forest area of Pandariya Range is covered with Miscellaneous Forest and main 

species are Teak, sal, saja, dhawada, haldu, tendu, Tinsa, char, Salia mode, karra etc. 

The Encroachment site comes under compartment PF/498, Badaura-2 Beat of 

Kukdur-2 circle of Pandariya Range. the total area of compartment PF/498 is 

216.250 Ha. 

 

           Kranti reservoir: It was built in 1982-83 and this reservoir located about 7 

km from district head quarter of Pandriya near Sagona village. It is earthen dam and 

total length is 2040 meter and height are 9.75 meter. It is mainly used for irrigation 

and agriculture work of the area and total irrigated land from this reservoir is 1012 

hectare. The length of main canal is 13 km and minor canal is 6 km. The catchment 

area of the reservoir 9.37 sq.km and water holding area about 2.53 sq. km. This 

reservoir located just near to incident area and it was observed that during the full 

tank level this area submerged upto 0.5 meter of water.   
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6.  Brief about Forest Rights Act (FRA), 2006: 
 

(i). As per the Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers 

(Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006 or The Forest Rights Act (FRA), 2006 

recognizes the rights of the forest dwelling tribal communities and other traditional 

forest dwellers to forest resources, on which these communities were dependent for 

a variety of needs, including livelihood, habitation and other socio-cultural needs. It 

can also be claimed by any member or community who has for at least three 

generations (75 years) prior to the 13th day of December, 2005 primarily resided in 

forests land for bona fide livelihood needs and the Gram Sabha is the authority to 

initiate the process for determining the nature and extent of Individual Forest Rights. 

(ii). Through this act, there are three major rights on forests to be transferred to the 

forest-dwelling tribal people. These include:  

a. Title for Forest Land Under Occupation. 

b. Title to Community Forest Rights (CFR): This is the `right of ownership, 

access to collect, use, and dispose of minor forest produce which has been 

traditionally collected within or outside village boundaries’. The Act `defines 

the term “minor forest produce” to include “all non-timber produce of plant 

origin, including bamboo, brush wood, stumps, cane, tussar, cocoons, honey, 

wax, lac, tendu or kendu leaves, medicinal plants and herbs, roots, tubers, and 

the like”.  

c. Title to Community Forest Resources.  

However, the rights vested under the act are inheritable but not sale-able. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

Google image of the area under question at Pandhriya block Kawardha 
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7. Field Observations of the Committee: 

(i). GPS location of the Kranti reservoir at Pandriya block has been recorded using 

a mobile-based GPS application. The google map of the alleged tree cutting site 

and photographs taken during the inspection are enclosed herewith. The 

geographical coordinates of area under question are 22o27’78.91’’N, 

81o41’12.52’’E.  

(ii). Committee visited the stretch of Kranti reservoir and protected forest 

compartment no 498 which is specifically mentioned in the paper news. On the 

day of site inspection, no such type of activity was observed. No transportation 

of wood was observed by the Committee at the time of visit. 

(iii). As informed by the Sarpanch and local residents of the area the local tribals are 

depended only on forest wood to fulfil their fuel requirement at home and this 

is the main reason of the illicit tree cutting. As mentioned above girdling’s were 

observed; Girdling, also known as ring-barking, involves removing a strip of 

bark from around the circumference of a tree trunk. This disrupts the flow of 

sap and nutrients between the roots and the leaves of the tree. Eventually, the 

tree dies because it can no longer transport water and nutrients effectively. This 

method is being used to select trees for firewood, but it may have negative 

ecological impacts i.e Girdling can disrupt local ecosystems and reduce 

biodiversity. It's often considered illegal or unethical especially in protected 

forest areas. 

(iv). Committee was informed by the officers of Chhattisgarh State Forest 

Development corporation that two persons Sh. Sadhuram and Sh. Pardeshi 

illegally encroached the protected forest land 1.813 hectare and 2.493 hectare 

near Kranti reservoir under protected forest compartment no 498 and damaging 

the 18 trees through girdling. After receiving the information, the forest officer 

registered a case POR 16217/09 on 13.4.2023 under forest offence, during the 

investigation both the culprit confess the crime. After completing the 

investigation the CG State Forest Development Corporation Kawardha Project 

division issued the show cause notice to Sh. Sadhuram and Sh.Pardeshi on 

19.5.2023 regarding unauthorised encroachment in forest land but both the 

accused not given any reply of notice issued. In continuation of that kawardha 

project division issued second notice to both the accused on 13.6.2023 but again 

they are not submitted any reply. After some time, division issued final notice 

for removal of encroachment on 12.01.2024 and receiving submitted to office. 
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Due to Model Code of Conduct and Parliament election of 2024 all the field 

employee engaged in the election duty hence action of removal of encroachment 

could not be completed. The relevant document i.e. complaint investigation 

information dated 11.5.2023, notices issued, Panchnama of spot action are 

enclosed as Annexure-04  

(v). As informed on 4.8.2024 CG state forest development corporation again 

verbally instructed to both the persons for removal of encroachment in 

compliance of that the encroachment of Sh Pardeshi from 2.493 hectare 

removed on 5.8.2024 and encroachment of Sh Sadhuram from 1.813 hectare has 

been removed on 7.8.2024 and final report submitted to Range office, Pandriya. 

The action taken report submitted to Kawardha Project division of Chhattisgarh 

state forest development corporation Kawardha on 14.8.2024 is enclosed as 

Annexure-05 

(vi). The committee was observed that the facts published in the news article is true 

at some extant but the situation is not that much serious as mentioned in the 

news. The CG state forest development corporation constantly doing patrolling 

in the area and kept vigil on any illegal activity. 

(vii).  As mentioned in the news article approx. 150-200 trees cut every day, wood 

from the forest being used for constructing hotels in city, sound of axe echoes 

the forest not found in consonance of the facts available on ground. The 

committee observed that at the time of visit there is no encroachment in the 13-

acre land near Karanti reservoir area, girdling was found in some of the trees for 

that the CG forest development corporation taking remedial measures for 

reviving those trees.   

(viii). The committee observed that about 15 trees still affected from girdling 

and its revival is very much required and Chhattisgarh state forest development 

corporation must take care it. 

(ix).  It was observed that to revive the girdling affected trees, the forest officials 

enclose the trunks of affected trees with chicken wire, hardware cloth, or plastic 

drainage pipe and make sure that bury it several inches below the surface so the 

smallest critters can't get to the bark and plant will be survived if not damaged 

so badly. 

(x). As informed by the Divisional Manager of the Kawardha Project division the 

CG state forest development corporation keep constant vigil over the activities 
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in the forest area through flying squad and ground officials of the area and also 

taking action against the violators in accordance to law. During January 2023 to 

June 2024 total 43 cases of illicit tree cutting were registered under the relevant 

section of Indian Forest Act, 1927 and seized the 3.053 cubic meter of timber 

wood and also recovered the penalty of Rs. 88,150/-. The CG Forest 

Development Corporation also caught the 50 by-cycles, 02 motor cycle and one 

tractor trolly who involved in illicit tree cutting activity and confiscation process 

in under consideration at higher authorities.  

 

8.0  Action taken so far:       

1. The encroached land 1.813 and 2.493 hectare has been vacated by the 

encroachers after strict action taken by the CG state forest development 

corporation and its compliance report submitted to its division office 

Kawardha. 

2. To revive the damage of the girdled trees action has been initiated by the 

expert of the forest development corporation and most probably the tree will 

survive. 

3. The vacant land has been demarked and plantation work has been started and 

so far, 250 plants has been planted and proposal of 15000 tree plantation in 

next phase is under consideration. 

4.  The Kawardha project division of CG state forest development corporation 

issued office order on 28.03.2024 for night surveillance in Pandhariya block 

and constituted the teams of three members who started the duty as per 

weekly schedule. The office order issued is enclosed as Annexure-06 

5. To assessed the sensitivity of the issue and for protection of forest in this 

block, additional two Assistant Project Range officer has been deputed in 

Badora beat-II area the office order issued on 12.07.2024 in this regard same 

is enclosed as Annexure-07  

6. The caution boards for prevention of forest have been place at prominent 

locations and more caution boards will be install as per the field requirement.      

 

09.  Recommendations: 
 

          The matter has been settled as encroachment removed, more than 250 

tree planted, complaint registered under forest act and all necessary office order 
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has been issued, however to further protect the forest the following 

recommendation made by the committee: 
 

(i). The State Government should provide adequate manpower, security and 

vehicles etc. to the authorities concerned for regular monitoring and patrolling 

in the area to prevent illegal activity, if any.  

(ii). Warning boards intimating the penalty for illegal tree cutting should be placed 

by the Forest Department at prominent locations, along with contact 

details/phone/mobile of the official to whom the information/complaint can 

be made, if any one who notices illegal cutting. 

(iii). The Chhattisgarh State Forest Policy 2001 includes strategies such as 

promoting forest education, recognizing traditional rights, and developing a 

forest database etc it should be effectively implemented in the area, if required 

a refresher course for field officers may be organised. 

(iv). The forest department may prepare the detailed plantation plan for next year 

and after obtaining necessary approval and fund allocation work may be start 

along with revival of old plants affected from gridling. This work may be 

executed through CAMPA fund, if feasible.  

(v). The forest authority makes regular interaction, organised awareness activity 

with local residents and tribals who are residing in the forest area and if any 

un-scheduled activity observes than take action accordingly. 

(vi). The environment may be compensated by the planation of the trees in 20 times 

or more in ratio to the damaged trees. Accordingly, the Department of Forest, 

Kawrdha may be directed to ensure the planation @ 20 times or more of the 

trees, which has been damaged in area through the same offenders, at the same 

time the forest rights of tribals of the area should not be affected. 

 

 

               Shri. Nirbhay Sahu  

              Additional Collector,  

                     Kabirdham 

 

 
 

 

Dr. C.B.Tashildar 

AIG of Forest MoEF&CC,  

Regional-Office, Nagpur 

 

 

           Dr. Anoop Chaturvedi 

Scientist-B, CPCB, Bhopal 

 
 

        Shri. Suyash Dhar Deewan  

         SDO Forest, Pandariya Sub 

division Kabirdham      
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Photograph of the Committee visit 

  

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 Visit of committee at Pandhariya block area, Kawrdha.  
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 Visit of committee at alleged tree cutting area, Kawrdha.  
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 Removal of encroachment near Kranti reservoir area 
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 Trees affected from griddling total about 15 nos.  
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 Committee discussed the issue with Sarpanch and local residents. 
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Tree plantation at Kranti reservoir site by forest officials and other locals on 29.8.2024 
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Caution board installed at site 

Committee at  PF 498 area 



Item No. 05 Court No. I

BEFORE THE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL
PRINCIPAL BENCH, NEW DELHI

Original Application No. 7 15 / 2024

News Item titled " fiI fu6fg + -irfd C drndR etfuOqq q 6cTi, qfdEl
Oft q G Q6$ iE, fr*il g[d{f " appearing in CGmitan.com dated
07.o5.2024

Date of hearing: O2.O7 .2024

CORAM: IIOI{'BLE MR. JUSTICE PRAXASH SHRWASTAVA, CIIAIRPERSON
HOI{'BLE MR. JUSTICE ARUN KI'MAR TYAGI, JI'DICIAL MEMBER
IIOI{'BLE DR. A. SENTHIL VEL, EJX?ERT MEMBER

ORDER

1. This original application is registered suo-motu on the basis of the

news item titled "tFI B-6lg & "irrd i oqron rffrdtc0T s 6-cI{ , qfrRi

of qf G ffi ES, ffidR {{fmcf" appearing in ccmiran.com dated

07.05.2024.

2. The matter relates to rampant cutting of wood and encroachment

in the forests of Pandariya town in the Kabirdham district of

Chhattisgarh. As per the article, indiscriminate cutting of trees is going

on in the forest area of Pandaria sub forest division on Badora road. It

alleges that the authorities haye become mute spectators to the

deforestation and no action is ever taken.

3. The news item alleges that 150-200 trees are being cut everyday.

People bring wood every day on about 50 cycles. Wood from the forest is

being used to construct hotels in the city. Due to cutting of trees, the

area of forest is constantly shrinking. The sound of ax echoes the forests

from 5 am to late evening. Along with firewood, teak and timber trees are

1

Annexure-01
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also being cut. Due to continuous felling in the forest areas, wild animals

also feel unsafe and hence due to human intervention, wild animals move

towards cities.

4. The news item further alleges that the forest oflicials are aware of

the situation and yet no action is taken or only notices are sent. It states

that near the Kranti reservoir, about 13 acres of Forest Development

Corporation's forest was cut and a farm was built. But even after crops

have been grown on the encroached land, no eviction action has been

taken against the encroachment. lnaction against encroachment is

encouraging further encroachment. It also alleges that the forest officials

do not live in the forest due to which wood smugglers and encroachers

are fearless.

5, The above matter indicates violation of the Forest Conservation Act,

1980 and the Environment Protection Act, 1986.

6, The news item raises substantial issue relating to compliance of the

environmental norns and implementation of the provisions of scheduled

enactment.

7. Power of the Tribunal to take up the matter suo-nlotu has been

recognized by the Hon'ble Supreme Court in the matter ol "Municipal

Corporation of Greater Mumbai vs. Ankita Sinht & Ors." reporled in 2021

SCC Online SC 897.

Hence, we implead the following as respondents:

i. Principal Chief Conservator of Forest, Chhattisgarh

Mahanadi Bhawan, Nawa Raipur, Atal Nagar

ii. Ministry of Environment and Forest, Regional Oflice

8
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Aranya Bhawan, North Block, Sector-19, Naya Raipur, Atal

Nagar, Chhattisgarh - 492OO2

iii. Chhattisgarh Rajya Van Vikas Nigam Limited, Through its

Managing Director,

Of{ice Campus, Block A, Sector 24, Nava Raipur, Atal nagar,

Raipur- 492002

iv. District Magistrate, Kabirdham

Olhce of the Collector and District Magistrate, Kawardha,

District Kabirdham (C.G.) -a91995

9. Issue notice to the respondents for filing their response before the

appropriate bench of the Tribunal at least one week before the next date

of hearing.

10. Having regard to th€ nature of the facts which have been disclosed

in the news item we feel it proper to constitute a Joint Committee

comprising of R.O. MoEF & CC Raipur, Representative of CPCB,

Principal Chief Conservator of Forest, Chattisgarh and the District

Magistrate, Kabirdham. The District Magistrate Kabirdham will act as

coordinating agency.

11. The Joint Committee will visit the site, ascertain the correct

position and the truthfulness of the allegation which have been made in

the news item and the extent of illegal felling of trees which has taken

place and submit an action taken report before the Central Zonal Bench

of the Tribunal within eight weeks.

12. Since the matter relates to the Central Zonal Bench, Bhopal,

therefore, OA is transferred to the Central Zonal Bench. The original

3
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record of this OA be transferred to the Central Zonal Bench, Bhopal for

further action.

13. List before Central Zonal Bench at Bhopal23.O9.2024

Prakash Shrivastava, CP

Arun Kumar Tyagi, JM

Dr. A. Senthil Vel, EM
July 02, 2024
O.A.No.7l512024
HB
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